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AL ALIA INTERNATIONAL INDIAN SCHOOL, RIYADH 

                  ONLINE EXAMINATION 2019-2020 

CLASS: X                                                              ENGLISH                                                        MARKS: 80 

DIV: ___________                                                                                                                      TIME: 3HOURS 

General Instructions : 
1. The Question paper is divided into three sections : 

Section A – Reading 20 Marks 

Section B – Writing and Grammar 30 Marks 

Section C – Literature 30 Marks 

2. All questions are compulsory. 

3. You may attempt any section at a time. 

4. All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

 

                                              (SECTION A-READING-20 MARKS) 

1.Read the passage given below :  
1.Tourists to Jammu and Kashmir have another attraction – a floating post office on the Dal Lake in Srinagar, 

the first in the country. ‘Floating Post Office, Dal Lake’ – claimed to be the only one such post office in the 

world – is built on an intricately carved maroon houseboat, fastened on the western edge of the Dal Lake. 

2.This post office lets you avail of all the regular postal services available in the country while being afloat. 

The seal used on everything posted from Floating Post Office is unique – along with the date and address, it 

bears the design of a boatman rowing a shikara on the Dal Lake. The special feature of this post office is that 

letters posted from here carry a special design which has the picturesque scenery of Dal Lake and Srinagar 

city. These pictures reach wherever these letters are posted to and hence promote Kashmir as a tourist 

destination across the world. 

3.This is actually a heritage post office that has existed since British times. It was called Nehru Park Post 

Office before 2011. But then the chief postmaster John Samuel renamed it as ‘Floating Post Office’. 

4.The post office’s houseboat has two small rooms – one serves as the office and the other a small museum that 

traces the philatelic history of the state postal department. It has a shop that sells postage stamps and other 

products. 

5.But for the locals, Floating Post office is more than an object of fascination.` 1-2 crore is deposited per month 

in Floating Post Office by communities living in and around the Dal Lake. The lake has several islets that are 

home to more than 50,000 people. 

6.The greatest fear is the recurrence of 2014 like floods in which the houseboat had gone for a toss 

uncontrollably pushed by the flood. Rescue teams had to anchor it using the special mechanism in a nearby 

highland. Then it was brought back on the Dal after the water receded. The biggest boon is that at no time of 

the year do you need a fan in this post-office! 

A. Attempt any eight of the following questions on the basis of the passage you have read :(1x8=8)                          
1. What is the location of the Floating Post Office in Srinagar? 

2 What is special about the seal used in the post office? 

3 How is the post office helpful in promoting tourism? 

4 Who renamed the post office as ‘Floating Post Office’? 

5 What are the two rooms of the post office used for? 

6 How is the post office beneficial to the locals? 

7 What is the greatest fear that the post office has? 

8 How is the post office a big boon to the people? 

9 Find the word from the passage which means the same as ‘attraction’. (para 5) 
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2.Read the passage given below.  

1.It is an indisputable fact that the world has gone too far with the innovation of new technologies such as 

mobile phones, the internet and so on, due to which people are able to tour the cosmos virtually sitting at one 

place using their smart devices or other technological gadgets. Though mobile internet access is oftentimes 

hurried and short, it can still provide common internet features like alerts, gather data, emails, search engines, 

instant messages, and game and music downloading. 

2.Due to the easy access to smartphones, communication has been very effective and instant. People are able to 

convey their message all around the globe to their loved ones without spending hefty sums of money. Adults 

are always fond of such gadgets and they always welcome and adopt such new technology readily. Further, 

young people have been able to broaden their minds and improve their skills by doing research on the 

Internet. For instance, they use smartphones to look up any new word they come across. As we know that 

most of the universities have online teaching provision and smartphones assist the students to complete their 

assignments on time. 

3.The mobile phone has been a lifesaver for a lot of people in case of an emergency. Likewise, the use of 

smartphones can be of vital importance in preventing crimes in the society by providing information to the 

security forces in time. 

4.Nonetheless, for the young, the use of mobile phone can be like an addiction and they can misuse it. Young 

people are also prone to getting involved in undesirable activities on the Internet. This might have an adverse 

effect on their academic performance. Therefore, young people should always be monitored and made aware 

of its bad outcomes. 

5.Also, a major contributor to its popularity is the availability of prepaid or pay as you go services from a 

phone shop or an online store. This allows subscribers to load text or airtime credits to their handsets by the 

use of their credit cards, debit cards or by buying a prepaid card from the network they subscribe to. This plan 

also doesn’t commit a particular customer to a contract. If prepaid card is not that appealing to you, then you 

can opt to subscribe using the pay by month plan. 

A. On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 

words each :                                                                                                                                             (2x4=8)                               
1. How are smartphones helpful in communication? 

2. What are the benefits of mobile phones for the young generation? 

3. How can mobile phones be considered ‘lifesavers’? 

4. Mention any two demerits of mobile phones. 

5. How is a prepaid card useful to mobile phone users? 

 

B.Read the questions given below and choose the most appropriate options :                                  (1x4=4)                                    
1.In para 1, synonym of ‘innovation’ is ________. 

1. production 

2. sincerity 

3. invention 

4. prevention 

2.Mobile internet can provide access to : 

1. telegram 

2. emails 

3. schools 

4. university 

3.Grown-ups should _________ the use of new technology by the young people. 

5. (i) reject 

6. (ii) criticize 

7. (iii) monitor 

8. (iv) accept 

4Meaning of the word ‘adverse’ in para 4 is : 

9. (i) positive 

10. (ii) negative 

11. (iii) admirable 

12. (iv) unguided 
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(SECTION B WRITING AND GRAMMAR-30 MARKS) 
 

3. India is a highly populated country. People lack in maintaining proper sanitation and hygiene as a result they 

suffer from various diseases. India has a serious sanitation challenge; around 60 percent of the world’s open 

defecation takes place in India. Poor sanitation causes health hazards including diarrhea, particularly in 

children under 5 years of age, malnutrition and deficiencies in physical development and cognitive ability. 

You are Nitish /Nikita, head boy/girl of Anand Public School, Jaipur. Write a letter to the editor of a national 

daily, highlighting the problem and suggesting practical ways to ensure public sanitation and the right to 

dignity and privacy. (100-120 words)   (8 MARKS)                                    

                         OR 

 You intend to join coaching classes at International coaching center situated in Raipur. The institute 

specializes in teaching science to classes Xl - XII. Write a letter of enquiry in 100-120 words addressed to the 

Administrator incharge of the institute seeking clarification about the timings, duration, staff, transport and 

other necessary details for joining the institute. You are Rajesh/ Rajni 2, Library Road Jabalpur. 

 

4. In 200-250 words write a story based on the input given below: 

A long wait for the bus – people impatient –  a large crowd –  a lot of confusion – felt the pocket being 

touched – looked around – caught the hand – and ..............                                                            (10 MARKS)                                              

                                                                            OR  

Complete the story in 150-200 words which begin as the following : 

There was a joint family of six members including grandparents. It was the 75th birthday of the grandmother 

and the family planned to celebrate…  

5. Fill in any four of the blanks choosing the most appropriate option from the ones given in thebox. 

Write the answers in your answer –sheet against the correct blank numbers. 

1. Butterflies are abundant (a) the Central African Republic. 

2. It (b) ___________home to nearly 600 identified species. 

3. Many butterflies are brilliantly coloured and small(c) some are as big as saucers. 

4. Farmer Philippe (d) solace in collecting butterfly wings from his fields 

and turning them into works of art.                                                                                       (1x4=4 MARKS) 

1. (a) (i) in (ii) from (iii) for (iv) into 

2. (b) (i) has (ii) is (iii) was (iv) are 

3. (c) (i) if (ii) therefore (iii) so (iv) while 

4. (d) (i) find (ii) to find (iii) finding (iv) finds 

6. The following paragraph has not been edited. There is one error in each line Write the error and its 

correction as shown in the example.                                                                                      (1x4=4 MARKS)                      

                                                                                     Error    Correction 

Neil Armstrong was the commander for Apollo 11     e.g.       for           of 

He was the first to walk over                     (a)                 ________    ________ 

the moon. What many people do not knew (b)                 ________   ________ 

is that unlike most of their fellow               (c)                 ________   ________ 

astronauts, he was the civilian                   (d)                 ________   ________ 

and not part of the military. 
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7. Rearrange the following word,' / phrases to form meaningful sentences.   (1x4=MARKS)                           

 

(a) poverty / the village people / from / most / suffer / of 

 (b) in rural areas  / is / employment opportunities / there / of / lack / 

(c) come to cities / in / people / so / of work / search / 

(d)  appalling conditions / cities / they / in / live / in / 

                                            SECTION D LITERATURE  (30 MARKS) 

8.Read any one of the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:(1x4=4 MARKS) 

To enhance the image of this long awaited friend in my imagination, I don’t want to jot down the facts in this 

diary the way most people would do, but I want the diary to be my friend, and I’m going to call this friend 

‘Kitty’. 

Since no one would understand a word of my stories to Kitty if I were to plunge right in, I’d better provide a 

brief sketch of my life, much as I dislike doing so. CBSE 2016 

(a) Who was the long awaited friend of Anne? Why? 

(b) What did she provide in her diary? 

(c) Find a word from the extract which means the same as ‘submerge’. 

(d) To write down the idea as and when it occurs in mind is ceiled 

                                                           OR 

He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes, 

The epistemology of loss, how to stand up 

Knowing what every man must one day know 

And most know many days, how to stand up. 

(a) What is the boy learning? 

(b) Why are boy’s eyes desperate? 

(c) What do you mean by ‘epistemology of loss’? 

(d) What every man needs to know one day? 

9.Answer the following questions:                                                             (2x5=10 MARKS) 

1What are the ideals which Mandela set for the future of South Africa in his swearing- in ceremony? 

2. How did the young seagull and his family celebrate his first flight? 

3. What are the distinctive features of the Asian lion as given in the poem? 

4. How far was Mrs.Pumphrey responsible for Trick’s ailment?  

5. Why did Hari Singh come back to Anil? 

10. Answer any one of the following questions in about 150 words:   (8 MARKS) 

How did the postmaster and post office employees help Lencho? How did he react to their help? 

                                                                    OR 

 How does Amanda tackle the nagging nature of her parents? Explain with examples from the poem. What 

values does it portray about Amanda? 

11.Answer any one of the following questions in about 150 words:    (8MARKS) 

Why did Horace Danby steal? What did he do to make sure that the theft was successful? 

                                                                      OR 

How was Ausable a different kind of secret agent as he does not fit the description of any secret agent 

  

………………………………………………….. 


